&) Is this an experimental vaccine?

Ar Mo, Anthrax vaccine has baen FDA
approvied since 1970 (MBEPT Estahlishment
Licenge Mo, W4,

Q: Is this vaceine safe?

A Yes, Lhis vaccine has been salely and
routinely administered in the U, 5. to
veterinarians, labocatecy workers, and
livestoek bandlers sipee 1870, Mo reports of
gerions adverse effects have been recsived
by the manufacturer, Michigan Biologie
Produeta [nsticute.

& What if | am pregnant?

Ac Pregrant wornen showld oot recerve Lhis
vaccing, [fvou are or beliove that you may

he preguoant, you should inform your health
cure provider. The vaceination program will
he deferred until the pragnaney s complete.

: What other medical conditions
should I inform the medical staff
ahbout?

A IF vour have an active infeetion or are
taking a prescoption medicine, mmfoom vour
health cave provider before taking this shot.

J: The anthrax vaceine was
administered to personnel deployed
in the Gulf War. Has the anthrax
vaccing been linked to illnesses
among Gulf War veterans?

A Noo Several national scientific groups,
including che National Academy of Seences,
huve addressed 1his issue and  fsund no
evidence to link anthrax vaceioe with
illnesges among Gulf War veterane.

: How many shots will I have to take?

A Bix shols, theee given two weeks upurt
frellnwed by three additional injections given
at &, 12 and 18 moenths, An anoual hooster
sbnt is required o mainiain ongoing
UITLECLLATLAE W,

: What are the side effects?

A Az with other vaccinations, pain may
ceour al e siee of igecton, Temperacy side
efferts (uore arm, redness, and alight
swelling) may ocour. The vaccing bas been
im use since 1970 with no known long term
aifle =ecta.

0 Am | required to take the vaccine?

A Wes, Thos program will be Lreated Like
any other vacrine that iz required o prepare
vou [or deployment, You will be required o
take it unless medically defecred.

@: How can I get more information
about anthray vaceine?

& Your commander or supporting medical
facility. In addition, more information on
Lhie anbhrax vaccing can be accessed at the
website:

hitpfwwew defenselink miliother_infof
protection. htmlfAnthrax

RN

WHAT EVERY
SERVICE MEMBER
NEEDS TO KNOW
ABOUT THE
ANTHRAX
VACCINE

Anthrax is a highly lethal
biclogical weapon.

“Vaccination against anthrax
is a safe, prudent force
protection measure,”

Willinm 5, Cahen
Seeretary of Defense




WHAT IS THE THREAT?

Biological weapons are maintaimed by
seversl countriea around the world, Tse of
these weapons could canse widespread
diness among unprotected military fores.

Anthrax is the bilopical weapon mest Likely
to be encountered becauge it is:

# [Tipghly Jethal

* Eusy to produce i large quandities

¢ Relatvely easy to develop as a weapon
* Bagily apread over a large area

* Fasily stored and dangerous for a long
time

WHAT IS ANTHRAX?

Anthrax is a dizease normally azsooated
with plant-eating animals (sheep, goats,
cattle, and to a leszer depree swine). TLis
caused by the bactenia Boorllvs anthroces,
CUmee commoen where livestock were raized,
it is now ¢onteelled throwgh animal
vaceination programes, Aothrax still veeurs
in concries Wwhere animals are not
vaceinated, mainly in Africa and Asia. I
does aocur infrequently in many countries,
meludiog the Tlealed States.

Human infection with antheax vsoally
resulta from direct soncact with mfeeied
animalz, or animal products such az wonl,
meat ar hides. Howewver, when anthrax ia
weed wx o biological weapon, people become
inferted by breathing anthrax that is
relensed inlo the win

Inhalation anthrax 15 the disease that
resulta from braathing anchrax,

Symploms ol inhaiation anthrax can begin as
aarly ac 24 hours after breathing the spores.
[nicial svmoptoms nclude. fever, cough, and
weakoess and wsually progress W breathing
problams, shack, snd death.

WHY VACCINATEY

WVaceines provent idloess by stinulating the
bodwv's natural diseaze-fiphting ahilicizs.
They are among the most powerful tools
developsd by mndern medicine for Kreping
people healthy, Varcines are coutimely used
in the Linited Staies to protect against
cizesses surh as mumps, measles:, whooplog
ergh, and pnlin. As part. of farce protection.
military personnel are given addicional
vaocines ta protect against naturally
orcurring dizeazes enenuncered when
deploving overseas, such s Lyphoid,
hepatitis, and vellow fever. Vacrines also
hielp protect against biological weapons.

The Department of Defence has ectablished &
YHCELORLICN program oo protect military
personnel sgainst acthrax,

WHAT Is THE
ANTHRAX VACCINE?

Anthrax vaccins is a stervile araduct made
from filtrates of cultures of o strain of the
anthrax crganism thao does not cause
dizease, The vaccioe contuins no liviog or
dead anchras organiams. The anchrax
vacoine 15 oot new. [Iuman anthrex vaceines
were developed in Enpgland ard the [L5 in
the 1950s and early 1860z, The anthrax
vaceioe you will roceive was licensed by the
FI3a in 1970 and has been manufactured by
the Michugan Biologic Produces Institute
(MBEFI under Esteblishment License X, 4.

It has been safely and routinely
administered in the United States to
veterinarians, laboratory workers, and
Hvestack handlers for more than
twonty-Ave yoars,

L]
FACTS ABOUT THE
ANTHRAX VACCINE
* Vapeinubion s a eritical parl of protection
against infection
* Manufactured in the Tnited States
* Sufely uzed for moee Lo 23 vears
= Az with other vaccinations, pain may
oeewr gt the site of Ingectien
» Tomporary side eifects (30re arm, redness,
and slight swelling) may occur

* Mo known long term side effects

* Zix shote are required over 18 months,
fallpwed hy an annuaal booscer

COMMONLY ASKED
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

: Why are we getting this vaeeine?

Ao Anchrax is o lethal weapon we may
encounter. Vacocination before exposure is a
crilical part of gur profection against this
WEIPOL.

3¢ Is the vaccine all I need to protect
againat inhalation anthrax?

A: Being fully vaccinatad grearcly incraases
¥our chances of SUFVIVINE AN cXposure to
anlhrax Your chances ars further improved
by other messures, especially proper use of
the protective mask.



